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P REF AC E

The "Guide to the Records in the National Archivés of India,
Part I(Int_roductory) " was published in 1959, It was tHen p opo sed
o bring out the "Guide" In several parts, exh covering some speci-
fied series or gmws of records, Part II of the "3yuide" cove.ring
the records of the Home Department/Ministry of Home Affairs
(1748-1957) was. bmught out in cyclostyled form in 1977, and its
" refaxe” gave a brief backgmund of the pro ject,

Part III of the "uide" has now been comp iled, This part covers
the records of the (A) Foreign Department (including its predecessor
and successor bodies), (B) Persian Department, (C) Indians Over-
seas Department, () Commonwealth Relations Department (in-
cluding its successor todies), and(E) Political Department (includ-
ing its swcessor odies) from 1756 to 1954, The "Misgellaneous
Records®™ of the Foreign Department, which fall outside the regular
series, however, date back to the year 1630, and some records of
the "Consulates", which d4id not originate in the Central Govemment
Sec retariat pmper, cover the period wto 1960,

This "Guide" contains a narrative on organisational and functic
changes in each Department. This is followed by a brief des riptive
note on each Branch, Section or Record-Gmow,and an abstract-
list giving necessary information on the records and their finding
aids, A number of @pemiices showing the furctions allotted to the
Departments at different times, as well as some othar useful '
informat ion, have also bean added, Part III of the "Suide", like

its earlier Part II, is also being brought out in cyc lostyled fo m,



¢ ii:

o as to make it available quickly for the use of the research sho~
lars, members of the staff of the National--archives of India and
other§.

The compilation of this "Suide" was cont inued by the Guilde
Section of this office (set wp on 24 June 1974) with one Archivist,
and two Assistant Archivists, The Archivist, Shri M,R.Sen Gupta,has
devoted himself to this exacting task with rare sincerity and
exceptional ability, and none could have comp leted this Part III so
quickly or competently. He was ably supported and assisted by
Assistant archivists Shri Doongar Singh and Shri D,KPant, and
Shri V,N, Kohli alsp worked on this prmject for a few months,

Shri 8. Balaswndaram, Transriber, deserves all credit for cutting
the stenc ils in record tim=z, To all these collzagues I am nmost
grateful for their devoted and competent lalours, Tha 3uide Section
worked directly under my suwervision,of which very little indeed was
required by this hand picked team,

I hope all those interested in the holdings of the National
Archives of India will find the compilation useful, Ae would be
grateful for suggestions for improving the presentation, and for

po inting out any mistake,

. ~ (S.N,Prasad) .
National Archives of Indig, Director of archives
New Delhi, . Govemment of India,
25 September 1979,
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mentioned as "Sec*+ions" in this 3Suide,
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(A) FOREIGN DEPARTMENT AND 1TS PREDECESSOR{
BCDIES/FOREIGN AND POLITICAL DEPARTMENT/
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT /MINISTRY OF
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ANC COMMONWEALTH RELA-
TIONS (E.A, WING)/MINISTRYUOF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (1756-1953).1

I._ORGANISATIUV CHANGES

Factory Period

The seventeenth century was the age of largest establish-
ment of the English East India Company's factories in the East,
In India the Company had established some trading stations or
"Factorieé;, without any territorial sovereignty. The Factory
Records detailed the proceedings of the Agents and Factors in
their efforts to establish factories and promote trade (see
Appendix =XXIV), The ;eoords in general consisted of two
separate classes, viz. "Proceedings/Diaries®™ and " General
Letfers". The "Proceedings/Diaries"™ somprised entries of

evenfsl_and the ™ General Letters™ comprised the correspondence

l, The inelusive years refer to the regular series, i.e.,the
"Main Series of Records® in the National Archives of Irdia,

which sommerce from the year 1756( in the Secret/Select
Committee)- and continue upto 1953( in the General I Section).
A few files in the " Other Series/Groups of Records®,also
regular series are, however, available till 1960, The
" Miscellaneous Records” fall outside the regular series of
records,

The changes in nomenclature of the Foreign Depart-
menf(including its predecessor and successor bodies) at
different times are given at Appendix-XXVII,
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with the Court of Direcéors, London. The eighteenth century was
an age of transition for the Company. The trading body gradually
transformed into a political power and‘gstablished'its own position
by territorial acquisitions.
The Council of Fort William-Its Proceedings

Job Charnock, the Agent of the Company founded the city of
Calcutta in 1690. Sir Charles Eyre, his son-in-law,became the
first President and the Governor of Fort William, Calcutta on
26 Mayl700. The Council for the management of Compaﬁy's
affairs commenced recording the proceedings of its meetings from
the year 17042. But the Council's proceedings prior to 1748 are
not available in the National Archiveg of'India.3

)
Secret Committee .

The conflict between,Nawab Siraj-ud-daulh of Bengal and the
Council created a new situation for the English in Bengal. The

Nawab captured Calcutta on 20 June 1756, and.the membefs‘of the

Council made their escape lower down the Hooghly river at Falta.

2. See-Part II of t

omégﬁﬁggigg

elhi, 1977(0rganisat al Changes in the
nistry of Home Affairs),

E , New
Home Department/mi

Efforts are being made to acquire microfilms of proceedings
of the Council of Fort William (1704-1747) from %he Indiag
Office Library and Records, London, See also Part II of the
Guide,op.cit., Public Branch (1748-1950), Foot Note No,7.



There the members appointed from themselves a Secret Committee
with Roger Drake Junior,as President to conduct the political and
military- affairs of the Company in Bengal,and to maintain their
secrecy. The sittings of the Secret Comﬁittee were held from

4
22 August to 10 December 1756,

Select Committee

Meanwhile the impending war with France led the Court of
Directo:éwto appoint a Select Committeesto deal with matters
concerning various Indiah States, neighbouring powers,and other
European Companies trading in India. A Select Committee was
forméd with Roger Drake as its President, which replaced the
Falta Secret Committee;

The political eclipse of theEnglish in Bengal was not pro-
longed.. They recovered Calcutta on 2 January 1757, concluded a
treaty with_Siraj-ud-daulah on 9 February 1757, and defeated his
army at the Battle of Plassey on 23 June 1757, The Company's
position in Béngéi} henceforth, underwent a rapid change. The
Select Committee held its meetings from 21 February 1757 to
28 December 1762, when its functions were tékeﬁ over by the

‘Council of Fort William.

4. Secret Committe Minute No.l,dated 22 August 1756, on
Board ‘the Phoenix Schooner at Falta.

5. Home (Public), General Letters from the Gourt of Directors
to Bengal, dated 11 February 1756, No,2, Volume No,l,
ppo 95—96 and 105-1060
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Secret Department

The functions of the Council so far were not organised into
regular departments, A single Secretary's Office was amply
sufficient for the transmission of all business of administration
of the Council., The Council's proceedings did not bear the head-
ing of any department except " Fort William", till December 1763,
But when armies were raised, and political relations established

with the Princely Indian States,it became necessaryto establish.’
new departments for the despatch of business. Moreover,due to

polijtical instability prevailing at that time,and the exigencies of
war with Mir Kasim, the official work of the Council for the first
time was divided between two distinct departments-" Public®,

and " Secret®, in accordance with the resolution of the President-
in =Council, dated 3 November 1763 ( see dix~-I)., The
resolution, however, was to take effect from 1 January 1764,but
the records of the " Public® and " Secret" Departments were
actually separated from 8 December 1763, This division of
functions gave rise to two distinct series of records in the coun=
cil, each bearing the name of the respective department. The
Public Department continued to deal with all affairs, except
diplomatic and political, i.e. business relating to'shipping,

revenue, fortifications, accounts, appolntments of servants

etc. and the Secret Department was entrusted with all military
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plans and operations,and matters relating to diplomatic and poli-

tical. The " Public" and "Secret® Departments though distinct and
separate, however, continued to be held by single Secretary--
John Graham. The papers prior to 1764 of the undivided Council
were retained in the custody of'the Public Department. The records
preserved in " Public® and " Secret" Departments, therefore,
differed in their character. The former comprised history of the
Company's early administration from the time when it enjoyed only
a small territory.for commercial purposes under the sanads from
the Mughals, The latter on the other hand, comprised the political
history of India from the critical period in the rise of Company's
supremacy, when it became necessary to separate the Foreign
administration from Home inl764, Needless to saytithat:%he yast
machinery of the present day Government of India,the Ministries
and Departments, owe their origin to these "Public " and " Secret"
Departments.
New Select Committee

The Secret Department operated for a little more than sixteen
months, when its functions were taken over by a new Select Com=-
mittei constituted on 7 May 1565 by Lord Clive on his arrival for

the second time as the Governor of Bengal and the President of

6. Select Committee Proceedings, 7 May=-27 December 1765,
Volume No,1l0,pp.l=9.
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the Gouncil. Clive's object of constituting the new Select Com-
mittee was in }a:t to centralise authority in the office of the
Governor,and the Select Committee held full powers to regulate
the political and military affairs of the Company in relation to the
Indian States.7

The East India Company secured the Diwani of the pfovinces
of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa8 from the Mughal Emperor Shah
Alam II in August 1765, A formal distribution of work between
the Select Committee and the Council took place a year after when
on 21 December 1P66, Clive specified the powers exercisable by
them. The Select Committee was vested with wider powers, i.e.
with the conduct of political and military affairs,and collection
of revenues arising from the grant of Diwani., The Council,on
the othér hand, was left with the managementlof trade, the

zamindari of Calcutta ,and the assigned districts of Burdwan,
Midnapore and Chittagong.

Secret Department= Its Hevivgl

The relative position of the Select Committee and the Council,
however, changed and the powers of the former were curtailed

after Clive left India in February 1767. The Secret Department

7. The Central Adminjstration of the East India Company
{1733-1834), by B,B,Misra, Bombay,1958,p.67;~Home

(Public) Letters from Court of Directors, Volume (1765-
1767), pp.l45-146),

8., Home (Public), 9 September 1765,No, 2,
9. B.B. Misra,_op,cit,



s B

in its period of interlude did not function from 7 May 1765 to 21
August 1768, and was revived by a resolution of the Qouncil,
dated 22 August 1768 under the charge of the Secretary in the
Public Department.lO The Secret Department, henceforth, was
concerned with political and military mattersgenerally as opposed
to trade, revenue etc., and the secret matters which did not come
under the purview of the Select Committee. Under the provinsions
of the Regulating Act of 1773, Warren Hastings assumed the office

of the first Governor General-in-= Council of Fort William in

Bengal on 20 October 1774, with four members in the Council.
From that date the. Select Committee was finally dissolved,and
all its functions were taken over by the Secret Department, The
Governor General-in-Council was empowered to control the
foreign policy of the Presidencies of Madras and Bombay,

During the years that followed,the secret and political
business in the Secret Department increased greatly, and it
became difficult for one Secretary in the Public Department to
bestow proper. attention on his double duties both in the "Public"
and " Secret® Depq:}ments. By a resolution of the Council,dated

23 September 1783, Warren Hastings appointed a Secretar; in

10. Secret Proceedirgs, 22 August-16 December 1768, Volume
No.4, pp.l=2,

11, Home (Pgblic ), "A", 23 September 1783,No,16; Home
(Public) Proceedings, 23 September 1783, Volume No,63,
p.3013,
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each department, William Bruere and Edward Hay were made
the Secretary in the "Public" and " Secret" Departments res-
pectively, Edward Hay took over the charge of the Secret

12
Department on 3 December 1783,

Foreign Departmepnt

A week after,i.e. from 10 December 1783 the recording of
consultations on Foreign nations Commeﬁced in a separate
" Foreign®™ series, A Foreign'Department,'therefore,came into
existence from that date (also known as Secret and Foreign
Department from 31 May 1786). But thi.s Foreign Department
was placed under the charge of the Secretary in the Secret

Department, thus forming only a branch,or at best a subordinate

department of the latter,
Secret _and Political Department

The year 1786 saw certain important alterations in the
Secret Department, The business in that department had in-

creased tremendously, Edward Hay its Secretary, therefore,

12. Foreign ( Secret),10 December 1783,No.2 ( Edward Hay's

letter, dated 3 December 1783 to Warren Hastimgs),

13. This Fereign Department is not to be confused with the

Foreign Department later created on 1 May 1843,
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proposed that the functions of thatliepartment be divided into

following four distinct departments:-

(1) Secret and Political Department- to deal with
all subjects of a political nature,

(11) Secret and Military Department-~ to deal with
all subjects of military affairs,
(iii) Secret and Foreign Departmente- to deal with

all transactions with the European powers in
India and other foreign nations, and

(iv) Secret Department of Reform-- a temporary
Department to deal with all matters relating

to the genergl retrenchment of expenses, both
civil and military.

This division toék place with effect from 31 May 1786, Hence-
forth, the title of the "Secret" series was,.changed to "Secret and
Political," a new series "Secret and Military" started,the exist=-
ing" Foreign® series was renamed as "Secret and Foreign®",and
the "Secret Department of Inspection®™, which had come into exist-
ence twenty years earlier on 28 February 1766, was renamed as

"Secret Department of Reform®, All these series and their func-

: . 15

the Secretary in the Secret Department (also known as Secret and

Political Department),

14, Secret Proceedings,l16 May-30 June 1786, Volume No,75,
pp.2101-13; Home (Public), 2 May 176€6,No,2-para 17;

A Guide to the Indig Office Records (1800-1858),by William
Foster,London, 1919,p.48(Reprinted in 1966).

15. The functions ddalt with in the "Secret and Military" series
were taken over by the Military Department,
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Lord Cornwallis reorganised the Secretariat on the principle
of concentrating power and resggnsibility in the hands of a single
Secretary., A Secrestary General was appointed on 25 July 1787

for Public", "Secret", and "Revenue® Departments. &n

Assi;tant Secretary (subsequently denominated as Sub-Secretazy
from 31 January 1788) was attached to eéch of these three depart=-
ments, Edward Hay was eleVafed to the positionof Secretary
General to the Government,and J.Lumsden was appointed as

17
Assistant Secretary in the Secret Department,

Political Department

From 15 May 1789 the title "Secret™ was dropped from the
"Secret and Political,™ "Secret and Military®, and "Secret and
Foreign" series, Henceforth the series came to be known simply
as "Political®, "Military" and %"Foreign®, The respegti;e series
of records were retained under the Political Departmemt (from
1790), Military Department (from 1786),and Foreign Department
(from 17?3). Thus a distinct Political Department came into

existence on 15 Mayl789, although its records were separated

from the Secret Department from January 1790,

16, B.B.Misra, op.cit., pp.76-77; Home(Public), 'A’,
27 July 1787,No,1,

17, Secret and Separate Proceedings, 31 January 1788,

Volume No,8,pp.27-28,

LY
18, Home (Public),'A',10 April 1789,Nos,22-224,
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A little digression from the.sequence of main events may not
be out of place here, Firstly, a Secret and Separate Department
had come into existence, after the Secret Department was created
on 1 Januaryl764, although some records of the Council dating
back to 27 April 1761 were retaired under the former. The Secret
and Separate Department was concerned with certain special ques-
tions which arose from time to time. From 1796 onwards this
department acted generally as a kind of political intelligence
bureau, By the very nature of functions assigned to this department,
it did not meet regular.ly. Its reeords, therefore,do not form .a eonti-
nuous series, The Secret and Separate Department functioned as
a subordinate department of the Secret Department till the former
ceased to exist in March 1811,
Secondly, the growing responsibilities of the Company, and

the various campaigns in which it had to take part, made it neces-
sary to gurtail superfluous expenses and bring about econoﬁy in

administration, A Secret Department of Inspection was, there-.
fOre,setlgp on 28 February_jgge by a resolution. gf .the Select
Committee, to examine into the working of Government Offices,
civil and military,and to make proper conduct of official busi=-

ness, Its records are not available before 1770, This department

19, Select Committee Proceedings, 28 February 1866,p.23.
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was known at different times by different names, viz., Committee
of Inspection, Board of Inspection, Secret Department of Inspec-
tion, and finally Secret Department of Reform, Originally an
adjunct body of the Public Department, its business was taken
Qver by the Secret Department on 26 July 1784, The name of the
Secret bepartment of Inspection was changed to Secret Department
of Reforio on 31 May 1786, and thereafter its work was trans-

ferred to Secret and Separate Department,

Secret Dggartmegt-— Its Rgvival

A fresh series of "Secret Consultations" commenced from
20 January 1790, The title " Secret," which was dropped from the
"Secret and Political® series from 15 May 1789, was revived and
put in continuation of the records in the Secret Department. In
reality, however,the "Secret" series was not absorbed with the
"Political" series,but rather remained dormant, since it was
often difficult to distinguish the “Political"™ from the "Secret"
subjects. The Secret, Political and Foreign Departments continued
to be administered by a single Sub-Secretary. The "Secret® series

thus varied from time to time with different nomenclatures(see

Appendix=XXVII),

20. Secret Proceedings

Pp. 2103-07 »16 May -30 June 1786,Volume No,75,
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Lord Weklesley,introduced several important changes in the
Secretariat on 29 October 1799:.2l He appointed a Chief Sectretary
to the Government,and the Sub~Seeretaries were replaced by a
Secretary in eachcef the four existing departments, viz.(l) Public,
(2) Secret, Political and Foreign,(3) Revenue and Judicial,and
(4) Military, George Hilaro Barlow was appointed as the Chief
Secretary,zzand Lieut, -Colonel William Kirkpatrick was made the

Secretary in the Secret, Political and Foreign Departments.,

Separation of Goverpment of India
and Government of Bengal

In consequence of passing of the Charter Act, 1833, which
became a law on 28 August 1833, and came into force from 22
April 1834, the Government of Bengal was separated from the
Government of India, Lord William Bentinck, the Governor Gene-
ral of Fort William in Bengal became the Governor General of
India, The Bengal Presidency was dividegainto the Presidency of

Eort William and the Presidency of Agra, The Governor General-

in-Council also acted as the Governor of the Presidency of Fort

21, Home (Public), 29 October 1799,No,2; B,B,Misra,op,cit
pp.79-80,

22, The post of Chief Secretary was abolished on 20 December
1827 ( Home,Public,20 December 1827, Nocs,9A,9B and 9C),

23. Political (Ootacamund) Proceedings, 15 August 1834,
Nos,1-2,Volume No,5,



William in Benga§4from 16 3u;elj;34 to 30 April 1854, On 14

‘ 9
November 1834, he took over his adéitional eharge of tﬁe ?ovenh
ment of Bengal. A week after, i.e, from 21 Novembe r 1834
separate series of proceedings commenced for both the Govern-
ments, from which date the term " Council" was replaced by the
" Supreme Council of India." Amongst the changes made in the
Secretariat, the "Secret™, " Military®™ and " Law" Departments of
the Government of Bengal were transferred to the Government of
India., The remaining departments of both the Governments were
grouped together under two Secretaries, Henry Thoby Prinsep
took charge in each case of the General, Foreign and Financial
Departments,while William Hay Macnaghten controlled the
Secret, Political, Revenue,and Judicial Departments‘?5 It may

be noted that the records created prior to 1834 were the records

of the Supreme Govermment, because until that year there was no

——

28, In practice, however,the duties of the office of the Governor
of Fort William in Bengal were performed by A Deputy
Governor, appointed by the Charter Act of 1833,till under
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1853,Bengal
was placed under the charge of a Lieutenant Governor,
Frederick James Halliday was appointed Lieutenant Governor

of Bengal on28 April 1854, and he assumed office on. 1 May
1 1854,

25, B,B. Misra, op,cit., p.ss
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separate Government of Bengal Presidency. In 1834 the North=-
Western Provinces were cyvered into a separate government,
but the political relations of that Government still continued

under the supervision of the Supreme Government.

Foreign Depariment

The year 1843 provided a landmark in the organisational
history of the Secretariat departments. The joint Secretariat
arrangements for the @overnment of India and the Government of
Bengal continued till April 1843, By a resolution, dated 29 fpril
1843, the Secretariat of the Government of India was completely
separated from the Government of Bengal. On 1 ng 1843 Lord

Ellenborough reorganised the departments of the Government of

26 Subsequently some records of the Government of Bengal,viz,
Tenassarim and Martaban Papers(1830-1859),Bengal Political
Paper(1834-1905),Bhutan, Sikkim and Tibet Papers
(1845-1905), and Sambalpur Papers(1849-1862) were trans-
ferred to the Government of India (Foreign Department),when
the business with which they dealt with was assigned to the
latter Government, From 2 September 1843 the Political pro-
ceedings of the (i) Agent to the Governor General on the North-
East Frontier,and (ii) Commissioners in the Tenasserim
Provinces were conducted through the Foreign Depsrtment. of
the Government of India, However,the subjects relating to
the (1) Nawabs of Murshidabad, Dacea and Mysore Princes,(iii)

(1i) Agent on the South-West Frontier,(iii) Political Agent,
Cossyal Hills,(iv) Commissioners on the North-East

Frontier,and Tenasserim Provinces on Revenue, Judicial,

and General affairs were conducted through the Government

of Bengal(Foreign, Political, 2 September 1843,Nos,4-5).

It may be noted that the Revenue and Judicial Records of the
Supreme Government till 1834 are retained in the State
Archives, West Bengal, Calcutta,.
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India. wznew Foreign Department came into ex1stence to conduct
external and diplomatic relations of the GOVernment under the
charge of a Secretary(see Appendix-I1). J. Thomason was

appointed Secretary in the Foreign Department. However,T,R,
Davidson was to officiate as Home and Foreign Secretary until
further orders., The existing Secret;}Political and Foreign
Departmentg7 were placed under the new Foreign Department as
its bra:ches,

The Government of India Act of 1858, changed the structure
of the Supreme Government,and the contréi of Government was
“transféxred from the East India Company to the British Cro&ﬁ.
The " Secret® and "Political® series continued till 1859, From
'janhary to March 1860 the records of th;BForeign Department

were c.assified as "Foraeign Consultations®, and then from April

1860 to September 1861 as ¥ Foreign Proceedings."

i

27, From 25 August 1842 the practice of fecording proceedings
in two separate(i) "Foreign® and (ii) % Political®™ series had
ceased,and henceforth they were recorded in one®Political"
series. The "Foreign" series of records till 24 August
1842 were retained under the newly created Foreign Depart-.
ment with the nomenclature-*Foreign Branch®,

28, The system of recording of'papers in the Government of

Incia changed after 1859(sece Appendix=-XXIIT), -



Creation of six New Branches
With the gradual expansion of British territory in India'f

during the Company administration,the activities of Foreign De-
partment had steadily increased. On 1 October 1861,Lord Canning
re-organised the Foreign Depa;tment,and its functions were dis-
tributed among six newly created branches,viz,,Judicial,Revenue,
Finance,Military,Political,and General(see Appepndix =III). In
order to bring uniformity in the administrative system shroughout
}he British territory in India,the following matters hitherto
treated in the Foreign Department were transferred to other
departments:

29
(1) Education (to Home Department on 4 October 1861);

(2) Police(to Home Department on 11 March 1862)?0

(3) Jails (to Home Department on 4 November 1862)?l
(4) Customs, Salt,Opium, Stamps and Abkaree(excise)

of the Punjab,0Oudh,Central Provinces,and British-
Burma (to Financial Department on 16 September 1864)?2

29. Home(Public),29 May 1865,Nos.59-64; Home (Education),
'A',9 October 1861,No.4,

30. Home (Judicial),'B',27 March 1862,No,47;Home (Public),
29 May 1865,Nes.59=64,

'31, Home (Judicial), 4 November 1862,'A',Nos, l-4,

32, Home (Public),27 September 1864,Nos 76-77; Home(Publie),
29 May 1865,Nos,59-64; Foreign,General-A, November 1864,
NOS. 22-26. ’



(5) Judicial, Medical, and Ecclesiastical business of
the Punjab,Oudh, Centrel Provinces,and British
Burma (to Home Department on 16 September 1864
buto no change was made regarding the admlnlstratlon
of land revenue and settlement of operations, which
continued to be dealt with in the Foreign Department);
(6) the correspondence relating to the arrangements
for the working of the Turkishand Makran lines of
telegraph (to Home Department on 5 December 1864)?’4
(7) Police,Judicial,Medical and Ecclesiastrical Musi-
ness of the Hyderabad assigned Districts,Mysore
. and.Coorg (to Home Department on 14 June 1866 )3°
after a year whenthe political situation in Mysore
altered,the Police,Judicial, Medical and Eccle-

siastical business of Mysore was again retransferred

.. to Foreign Pepartment on 16 December 1867;

(8) Electric Telegraph (to Public Works Department
on 30 April 1870)¥7 On the other hand the Foreign
Department took over from the Home Department the

bu51ness Connected with the tribes on the North East
Frontier in 1863.

A considerable part of business connected with internal

administiration of the Punjab,Oudh,Central Provinces,and

other Non-Regulation Provinces were still conducted in the

33.
34,
35.

36.

37,

38,

1bid,
Home ( Public),29 May 1865,Nos,.59-64,

Home (Public),'A',14 June 1866 ,Nos, 26-27;Foreign,
General-A,March 1866,Nos.22-23( the date of transfer

is,mentioned as 12 March 1866 in the Forelgn Department
Proceedlngs)

Home (Public),'A',16 December 1867,No,129.

Home (Public), 7 May 1870,No, 156 (Foreign Department
Resolution No,367-T,dated 30 April 1870). The business
connected with Electric Telegraph was dealt with in the
Home Department (Electric Telegraph Branch) till August,
1867, when it was transferred to the Foreign Department,
vide Home (Public),'A' October 1867 ,Nos_ 86~91( p,3-

notes), and Home (Public),10 June 1871 yNos.131-134,
Foreign(Political), 'A’ »July 1863,No, 133,
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Foreign Department. On 6 June 187l.Lbrd Mayo created a new
Revenue, Agriculture and Commerce Department, The follow-

ing subjects relating to the Punjab,Oudh, Central Provinces,
British Burma,and Coorg under the administrative control of the

Foreign Department were made over to this newly created

department?9
(1) Land Revenue Settlement;(2) Tuccavee advances for
warks of agricultural improvement;(3) Agriculture and
Horticulture;(4) Fibres and Silk;(5) Studs and Cattle-
breeding; cattle disease;(6) Forests;(7) Meteorology;

8) Commerce and Trade;(9) Customs,Sea and Inland;

10) Opium; (17),Salt;(12) Excise;(13) Stamps;

14) Minerals and Geologieal Survey;(15) Fisheries;

16) Industrial Arts, Museums, Exhibitions;(17)Statistics;

18) Gazetteers; (19) Weights and Measures,(20) Census;
and (21) Surveys--Revenue,Topographical and Trigono-
metrical, The remaining business relating to internal
administration of these provinces in the like manner,was
transferred to the Home Department,

In 1876 Lord Lytton made a distribution of work in the Secre=-
tariat of the Government of Incdia and issued a list of subjects for
which the Foreign Department was responsible (see_Appendix-IV),

Lord Ripon reorganised the recording of proceedings in the
Foreign Department in 1882,and then in 1884, In September 1882,
as a experimental measure,the functions of {he Foreigﬁ Depart-

ment were divided into four new branches,viz., Internal:

39, ?ome(Public),'A',lO June 1871,Nos,131~134,pp.106~-108
Resolution No,2748-A,dated 6 June 1871).
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External, Frortier and General. But the proceedings werd

still being classified under the existing seven subject-headings,
viz., Judicial, Revenue, Revenue-Irrigation,Finance,Military,
Political,and General, Hence from September 1882 the proceed-
ings of each branch began to be recorded separately with the nam
of the new,branch added to the subject-headings. Thus the pro-
ceedings were recorded as: i
Judicial( Internal),Judicial (Extegnal),Judicial(General),
Revenue Internal) Revenue External) Revenue Genenhl)
Revenue=lrrigation( Internafﬁk Plnance(Internal
Finance(External), Finance (General), Military (Internal)
Military EExternal Mllltary(General)}Polltlcalﬁlnternalg '

Political(External),Political (General), General(Internal
General (External), "and General General)

*nstead of using the full name of the new branch,its initial
letter was added to the subject-headings, e.g., Judical-I,
42
Revenue-E, Finance-G etc. " Secret Records®™ within each branch

were also introduced,

40, The Frontier Branch in reality remained dormant,and came
into existence not before 1 September 1884, The subjects in

this branch prior to its creation were recorded in the Exter-
nal Branc¢h,

4l. ~ The proceedings of the Revenue-Irrigation(External) and
(General) are not available,

42, The " Secret Records™ were introduced in Internal and
External Branches from Segtember 1882, Frontier Branch
from September 1884, and General Branch from May 1905
( see Appendix=XXIII),
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This arrangement, however,did not appear to be of practical
use, because the bulk of the work was carried on under territorial
headings., Therefore,in September 1884 the existing seven
subject-headings were abolished,and the functions of the Foreign
Department were divided into four branches--Internal, External,
Frontier and General ( see Appendices V and XXIII).

In June 1893, the subjects on Statistics of Internal Trade,
Forests, Archaeology, Archaeological Surveys and Conservation
of Ancient Monuments, Patents,and Famine relating to Ajmer-
Merwara were transferred from the Foreign to the Revenue and
Agricultural Departmegi. In 1898 Lord Elgin II made another
distribution of work in the Secretariat of the Government of India.
The subjects re;ating to Fine Arts, Gazetteers, and Ecclesiastieil
Service in Hyderabad Assigned Districts?5 British Baluchistan,

and Ajmer-Merwara were transferred from the Foreign to the

Home Department ( for functions remained with the Foreign

43, . Foreign, B-General-G, August 1884, Nos,77-78 with K,W,

44, Revenue and Agricultural, General,"A" July 1893,No,1,
File No,222/1893, The Revenue and #gricultural 6epart~
ment was constituted on 6 July 1881,°

45, From July 1906 the name of the Hyderabad Assigned Districts
was changed to Berar(Foreign, General-B, July 1906,No,129),
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Department, see Appendix-XI), The business conducted in the
Foreign Department was again listed in 1904, The following
46
branches were in existence at that time: -
4) External-B Internal-A (6) Internal-B

7) General, (8) Cypher, (9) Per51an and (10) Tosha=
khana, (For functions of the Forelgn Department in

1905, see endix=VII),

§l§ Frontier—ﬂ,éQ; Frontier-B, (3) External-A,

1?1907 the Government of India decided for the gradual
transfer of all non-political subjects from the Foreign Depart=-
ment to other concerned departments?7 In May 1912 all work
connected with Imperial Service Order was transferred from the

48
Home to the Foreign Department,

Foreign and Poljtjcal Department

By 1913 the work‘id the Foreign'Department"had increased
in;prOportion ae.India was becoming the pivot of the poiitical
system in Asia,and the British political rivals were drawing
nearer. The Foreign Department was largely occupied with a
variety of matters, Close on the Heels the labour devolving

upon the Foreign Department in connection with the Princely

46, Foreign Uffice Rules,1904(Foreign Department,General-B,
May 1909, Nos,346- 347 pp.1-2).

47, Foreign, Internal-A,May 1907, No,82; Foreign,Internal-A,
November 1907, Nos, 143 148,

48, Foreign, Internal-B,June 1913, Nos,44-=45,



indian States was increasing both in complexity and volume, There

had been no clear distinction between the foreign and political

work in the department, and the hard-pressed Foreign Secretary
combined the duties of adviser to the Viceroy,both in regard to
external and frontier matters,as well as matters connected with

the the political control of the Princely Indian States. The -
Viceroy,who himself was the Member in charge of the Foreign Depar-
ment,was not in favour of appointment of an additional Foreign or
Political Member in the Council, since such measure, according to
him, would affect the relations between the Viceroy and the Ruling
Chiefs, and would not be popular withthe latter, A proposal was
accordingly submitted for the creation of a post of Political Secre-
tary?9 who would devote his attention to questions connected with the
relations between the Government of India and the Princely Indian
States,leaving the external and frontier affairs to the Foreign
Secretary. The proposal was sanctioned by the Secretary of State for
India,and the scheme was brought into effect, From 1 January 1914,the
name of Foreign Department was changed to Foreign and Political
Department (see Agggndi;- VIII), The Foreign and Political Depart-

ment was reorganised into:

49,  Foreign, Establishment-«, July 1913, No,21,

30, ﬁo:etgaéand Political Department,General-B, February'l1944,
os. ~186,



(1) Foreign Division=- controllin Extgrna&—A,
External-B, Frontier, General (Foreign ases),
Establishment-A (Foreign Cases),and Estab-
1ishment-B (Foreign Cases)Branches, Tosha-
khana,and

(2) Political Division=- controlling Internal-A,
Internal-B, Internal-C, Cypher,General o
( Political Cases), Establishment-A( Political
Cases) ,and Establishment-B ( Political Cases).

On 5 July 1920 the business connected with Emigration hitherto
administered in the Commerce Department was divided between
that department and the Foreign and Political Department. The
Foreign and Political Department was made responsible for
emigration to Egypt, Palestine, Mesopotamia,and foreign coun=-
tries other than Surinam,while the Commerce Department
continued to deal with emigration except to Egypt, Palestine,

51
Mesopotamia,and foreign countries other than Surinam,

In 1923 the Government of India on the recommendation of the
Secretariat Procedure Committee introduced the procedure of
subject-filing?2 In consequence,with effect from 3 April, 1923
the designations of the branches in the Foreign and Political

Department were changed as follows:

51. Foreign and Political,General-B, August 1920,Nos,837-

840, pp.10-11,

52, As an experimental measure the “File System®™ was intro-

duced first in the Commerce Department, The system was -
introcduced in the Home Department in June 1921,and im *

Appendix~ XXITII), partment (see
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Intermal -& to Political, Internal-B to Internal,
Establishment-A to Establishment, Establishment-B
to Accounts, General-A to General,General-B to
Honours, External-A to External, éxternal-B to
Mid-Asia, Frontier remained unchanged. (For the
business conducted in the Foreign and Political
Department in 1923, see_appendix-IX).

In the following years some existing branches were remamed,
and new branches were created, e.g. Mid-Asia Branch was re-
named as Near East Branch,and a new Foreign Office Qrancﬁ
was set up inl925,

External Affairs Departgept

The Government of India Act, 1935 provided in important
landmark in the constitutional development of the country, which
necessitateé several changes in tne Central Government Secre-
tariat, The most important of these changes was the splitting up
of the Foreign and Political Department into two separate depart-
ments with effect from 1 April, 1937, viz.,(i) External Affairs

Department,and (ii) Political Department (see Appendix-X), The

External Affairs Department took up all matters previously handled
by the Foreign Secretary,while the Political Department took over
the work connected with the exemcise of functions of theCrown in
its relations with the Princely Indian States. H.A.F. Metcalfe,
and B,J. Glancy became the Foreign Secretary and Political
Secretary respectively., The Sections which came under the pur-
view of the External Affairs Lepartment and Political Department

are mentioned below:
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rpnal Affairs Departme

1) Accounts, (2) Cash,(3) Central Ggpher Bureau,

4 Earthquake,(S) Establishment, (6) External,

7) Foreign Vffice,(8) Frontier!(Q) General,

10) Near East,(ll) Persian Office,and (12) Toshakhana,
54

Poltical Lepartment

(1) Accoiints, (2) Cash,(3) Crown Office,(4) Esta~
lishment, (5) Federation, (6) General,(7’ Intexgpal-4,
8) Internal-B, (9) Political,(10) Toshakhana,55
11) Treasurer, and (12) Vernacular Office,
An Indians Overseas Department was formed onl4 Uctober
1941 mainly to regulate the emigration- and immigration betw@en
India and the British Commonwealth countries,and pilgrimage
to Hedjaz(see Appendix=-XI), The Indians Overseas Lepartment
was renamed as Commonwealth Relations Department on 30 March
1944 ( see Appendix=-XIi), Some functions were redistributed
amongst the (i) Home,(ii) External affairs,and (iii) Common-
wealth Relations Department on 26 August 1946( see Appendix=
X111).

53, External «ffairs Department File No,80~F0/1937.
54, Political Lepartment File No,181-C0/1937,
55,  The loshakhana remained under the combined control of

both_the departments, andfinally came under the purview
of Ministry of External Affairs in April, 19585,
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Depar Ministry of External Affair
d Cemmoenwealth Helatio

The Interim-Government in India was formed on 2 September
1946( for the main headings of functions in the (1) External Affairs,
(ii) Commenwealth Relations,and (iii) Political Departments,when
the Interim-Gevernment was formed, see_Appendix~XIV).
Jawaharlal Nehru,the Vice-President in the Interim-Government
took over the charge of the External Affairs and Commonwealth
Relations. Administrative convenience needed for a single deparé-
ment to conduct India's foreign relations, whether with Commen-
wealth nations or with others. The Commonwealth felations
Department,which was then functiening as an independent depart-
ment, therefore, combined with the External Affa irs Department
on 1 June 1947 fsrming into one Department of External Affairs

and Cemmonwealth Melations (see_Appendix=-XV), with twe distinct

wings,viz,, External Affairs Wing,and Commonwealth Relations
Wing?6

‘Before India achieved Independence most of the work relating
to foreign policy was dealt with by the British Colonial or Common-

wealth Office, In the domain of independent nations, India had no

56. The records of the (i) External Affairs Lepartment/Ministry
of External Affairs and Commonwealth Relations (E.A, Winc )
nd (ii) Commonwealth Helations Department/Ministry of
External Affairs and Commonwealth Helations (C.R.Wing)
are preserved separately.
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“

place and the question of havinj representation in these éguniries
did not arise., The External Affairs Lepartment had representa-
tivesJin twelye countries, which included two Agencies-Genera] in
the U.S.A. and China,and Indian representatives attached te

some British Missions(e.g. Persia, afghanistan,and Tibet). «

The Frontier Areas were also the concern of the External Affairs
Department. Since the Member-in=Charge of the External Affairs
was the Viceroy himselffthe work relating to the Indians in for-
eign countries was entrusted to the Indians Overseas Department/
Commonwealth Relations Department, There were under its

control two High Commissioners in South Africa and Australia,

and Agents or Representatives in Burma, Ceylon, Singapore and
MalayET The High Commissioner in Londog? whose main '
function at the time was to look after India's interests in the UK,

was under the control of the Commerce Department. During the

period of Interim Government the number of representatives

abroad raised to twenty-three,

57.

57. Ministry of External Affairs and Commonwealth Relations
File No,158-AL/1948,

58. Before World War I, Indian Stores Department used to con-

duct purchasing of operations in London for the Government
of India, Later,on the recommendations of the Indian
Industrial Commission,the Indian Stores Department was
replaced by theHigh Commissioner for India (Industry and
Labour File No,5-183(36), June 1923),
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With the attainment of Indpendence on 15 August 1947, the
British rule in India ended almost'after two centuries,a new era
commenced in the history of this country. The Indian Independence
Act of 1947, while recognising the Independence of India, divided
her into two dominions, viz,, India and Pakistan. The records,
however,were not partitioned between the two countries,and
their integrity was preserved,

The External affairs and Commonwealth Helations Depart-
ment was designated as Ministry of External affairs and Common-
wealth Relations on 29 Adgust 1947?9 and Jawaharlal Nehru, the
first Prime Minister of free India, remained in charge of the
portfolio,

Henceforth the period was marked by radical alteration and
rapid pacé of expansion of the Ministry. The Government of India
established diplomatic representations abroad,the foreign repre-
sentations in India correspondingly increased,and multifarious
activities in the OSecretariat generated new Sections. & post of
Secratary General (Girija Shankar Bajpai) was created earlier on

66
27 June 1947, To meet the need of India's growing responsibilities

59. Ministry of Home Affairs File No,60/119/1950-Establishment,
P,3-Corres (Home Department Memorandum No,74/9/1947-
Public (B) ,dated 29 august 1947),

60, External Affairs Department File No,78(1)-AD/1947; Minis-
try of External Affairs and Commonwealth Relations File
No,.21(5)-AD/1948,p. l-corres,
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in regard to foreign relations envisaged the incumbent of the post
to act as executive head,6and to co=-ordinate and supervise the
whole work of the Ministry, The Foreign Secretary( Secretary

in the former External &ffairs Department; K.P.S.Menon) was
placed in charge of external relations in general,while the relj-
tions with the Commonwealth countries were entrusted to an
Additional Secretary (S. Dutt) ,who became in course of time the
Cemmonwealth Secretary. (For the functions in the External
Affairs Wing and the Commonwealth Relations Wing in 1948 soon

62
after Independence, see Appendix-X¥I).

The Indian Foreign SeBvice was created earlier as a special-
ised service for the condugct of the whole range of India's foreign
relations, political, consular and commercial by a decision of the

63
Cabinet of the Interim Government in October 1946,

o

61. But for a short break from June to August 1952,the post of

Secretary General was in continuous existence, Jh 30 Nov-
ember 1964 the post was abolished with the retirement from
service of M,J, Desai,its last incumbent,

62, A temporary post of Special Secretarylwas‘subsequently

created, The post was abolished during the years 1952-53,
and was revived again in 1956, In 1960 the work relating

to Africa and West Asia, which had increased substantially,
was alsn entrusted to the Special Secretary.

In 1956 the Indian Foreign Service (B) was formed as a
Junior Service for manning posts abroad and at headquarters
of a ministerial character,and some higher non-Ministerial
posts not usually held by I.F.S, Officers,

63.
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An Econamic Affairs Division was created inl947. But three
years later when the incumbent of its * Head" was transferred te
other duties,the post was left unfilled as a part of economy
drive?4 The division .co~ordinated and dealt with the internal
economic questions in the formulation®fa closely integrated
politico-economic policy.

A Legal Affairs Department was envisaged,and a beginning
was made witﬁ the appointment of a legal and Treaties Adviser
on 2B October 1947, who held the officefor a short perioc??

In order to secure more effective co-ordination with the
forelgn policy,the External Publicity work was transferred from the
Ministry of Information:and Broadcasting to this Ministry with
the relevant complement of staff in June 1948, The E££ernal
Publicity Livision was responsible for directing India's foreign
publicity effort, dissemination of publicity materjal,and all
briefings at New Delhi. A number of publicity organisations were

spread out in different foreign countries. The division worked in

{4, The Economic Affairs Division went out of existence for a
whole decade until. it was revived in July 1961 as Economic
and €Co-o6rdination Division, In 1964565,the name of .this
division was changed to Economic Division,

65. Ministry of States File No,2(13)-E(S)/1947, p.2-notes and
p.l-corres, The Ministry of External Affairs had,in fact,
to rely for many yearw on the advice secured from hono-
rary legal advisers,and the Ministry of Law until 1957,
when a Legal Treatise Division was set up in the Ministry
of External Affairs to advise on all matters involving
International Law,
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close co-ordination with various divisions of the Ministry and
‘other -concerned Ministries of the Government of India. Clése
oo-ordination was maintained in particular with the All India
Radig.more especially its External Services Division;and with
the Press Information Bureau, .
Ministry of External Affajfg

on 16 March 1949,the Ministry of External Affairs and
Commomwealth Relations was renamed as Ministry of Externai
Affairs, and its two wings,vig., External +Affairs Wing and
GCommonwealth Relations Wing merged (see_Appendix-XVII),
With effect from the same date the nameéiéf the following exist=-
ing Territorial Sections were changed and their functions re-
allocatedfé

External Affairs Winq

Central Asian (CA) to China,Japan and Korea (CJK);
Europe (Eur) to Europe I(EurR); External(X) to
Europe: 1I(Eur II); Far East and &merica éFEA) to
Indonesia, Asstralia and New Zealand {IANZ); and
Arab World and Turkey (AWT) to Arab World and
Turkey I(AWT I), Besides,"Cash" was renamed

and "Administration III" from 2 August 1949, and
consular work from the Territorial Sections was
taken over by "Protocol II" from 15 November 1949,

56, Ministry'of External Rffairs File N§.26 79)=ADI
hiniste) (79) /1949,
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Overseas I (0SI) to Africa(nfr); Overseas II(OS II) te
Burma and Ceylon I(BC I); Overseas III (OS III) to
Americas (AMS); Overseas IV(0S-IV) to Establlshment-III
(E 111); Overseas V(US V) to United Kingdom U,K.
Evacuation (Evn) to Burma and Ceylon II%BC II). Hajj to
Arab World and Turkey II(AWT Ilg Emigration (Emi) to
Siam,Indo-China and Malaya (SIM), Besides, "General"
was renamed as " Administration II," The S1am, Indo-
China and Malaya Section soon became defunct, and its
subjects were transferred to other sections,

The Historical Division came into existence on 18 March
1949 with K.Zachariah as its first Director.67 The long term
work of the division was to prepare monographs on subjects of
lasting interest., The short term objective was the preparation
nf notes setting international events in their historical back-
ground, This division was to sketch the background of events

and to provide the raw material on the basis of which a policy

could be framed, The Historical Division continues to compile
Fhese pgnatytigal papers on international affairs as 1 part of its

normal task ef historical research, The Research and Intelli~

gence Section working under the directionr of this division brings

67, Prof, Kuruvilla Zachariah joined the Ministry of External
Affalrs and Commonwealth Relations in June 1948, Before
he undertook the duties of the Director,he was sent on
deputation to England, France, and U,S, A to study the
working of the, Hlstorlcal Division in these countries, In
March 1953 he left the Ministry of External Affairs,
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out Monthly Summaries for official use. The Ministry's Library
and the Record Management Section ( the Records Cell) also funce
tion under the supervision of this division. .

It was found necessary to bring tégethéf.aliiééﬁéﬁlar work
hitherto handled in different‘Territorial Sections in a self=-
contained Consular Division. As an experimental measure,a
separate Consular.Section was first formed in August 1951 by
taking over the bonsUlar work from the Territorial Sections.,
Subseqdentiy it wés raised to & " Division,® The Gonsular Divion
was responsible for guiding the Indian Missions abroad on con-
sular work,and offered assistance and advice-on consular matters
to foreign Missions in India.68

The Foreign Service Inspectorate was set up in May 1954 for
the purpose of reviewing scales of allowances and amenities in
the Missions abroad?9 An Organisation and Methods Livision for
office procedure was created in the Ministry in November 1954,

To sum up, the Ministry during the post-Indpendence period

had been steadily growing and grew into one of the Biégést

—~

68, In 1954 the Consular Division was again functioning as a
s Consular Section under the Protocol Division. .

6Q, In 1959 after one complete round of inspection of all the

Missions,it was kept in abeyance, briefly revived in 1964,
iggg.more kept in abeyance,and again revived in October



Ministries in the se$ up of the Govefnment of India, carrying its
activities with countries all over the world, regardless of their
economic or political system. Outside the country, Indian
Embassies,High Commissions, Consulates and Legations etc.

had been increasing. In 1948 soon after Independence the Secre=-
tariat of the Ministry was organised into 42 Sectlonzz(E.A.

Wing: 31, and C.R, Wing : 11), which rose to 53 Sectionz2

( placed under 13 Divisioms) in 1954.

The above narrative gives an account only of the broad
organisational and functional changes in the Foreign Office for
about two centuries,since the inception of the Secredi/Select
Committee inl1756 till the functioning of the Ministry of External
Affairs in 1953, whose records are preserved inthe National
Afchives of India., A large bulk of records of the Ministry for
the post-Independence period are not yet transferred to this
offlce the narrative for this period is, therefore, based partly

72
on records, and partly on published reports,

70.

, New Delhl, 1949, pp. 163-169 and 177-179.,

Edition

71. See Appendix =XIX, By 1979, when this "“Guide" was pub=-
lished the Ministry of External Affairs was organised into
about 90 Sections. Needless to say that the ®"Sections" are
the maln record-creating agencies of the Government,

72, El) Annual Reports of the Ministry of External Affairs;
ii) Estimates Committee (1960-61), Hundred and Thtrty-
Eighth Report (Seconmd Lok Sabha), Mlnlstry of External
Affairs, April,1961 (Chairman: H C Dasappa); (iii) Report
of the Committee on the Indian Porelgn Service, Ministry
of External Affairs, October 1966(Chairman: N,R.Pillai).
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The records of as many as 134 Branches, SecEiOns and Groyps
of the Foreign Department (including the predeces;or and successop
bodies) are the holdings of the National Archives of India, A briy
descriptive note followed by abstract-lisfs of records of each
branch etc. is given in the following pages. The abstract-lists
contain the names of the series of records, their inclusive years,
bulk, the shelf-space (in linearvmetres)7gccupied by them, and
other related information, The annual gabs %n the series,if any,
are indicated as far as possible: The combined volumes of the
proceedings,files, indexes etc. are also mentioned for the benefit
nf the research workers,

The records, where necessary,are grouped broadly under
three heads, viz., Gompany Period (i.e.,pre-1860), Crown
Period (i.e.,1860-1946) ,and Post-Indpendence Period(i.e.,

from 1947 onwards). The records under these threé.ﬁeads, however,

73, For the total bylk of r oI ig=
cluding the pregecessoreggadguggegg%ngggigg)%ﬁgar%ﬂsnghéi¥-
space occupied by them (in linear metres) (see_Appendix=XXVI),

74." “The annual gaps in a particular series aze sometimes covered

by other series, For example, some gaps in the Proceedings ™
are covered by their Original Consultations and vice-versa,
some gaps in the Despatches to and from Court of Directors/

Secretary of State for India (volumes) are covered by their
unbound records and vice versa, some gaps®in-the -'A! Pro-
ceedings are covered by their 'B! Proceedings and vice versa,

some. gaps in the Indexes in a particular branch are covered
by Decennial Indexes etc,, and so on,



form continuous series without any break from one head to another,
In quite a number of cases the Company Period documents are
bound up with those of the Crown Period and vice versa,and re-
tained under either head, This holds good for the records of the
Crown and the Post-Independence Periods also.

The record-holdings of the Foreign Department(including
its predecessor and successor bodies) in the National Archives of
India, are arranged into three Sections;(i) Main Series of Recerds
(1756-1953), which were created in the Supreme Government
Secretariat proper,(ii) Other Series/Groups of Records (1825~
1960),which were created within as well as outside the Supreme
Government Secretariat,and (iii) Miscellaneous Recerds (1630~
1953) a large collection of heterogeneous but valuable papers,

which fall outside the regular serles of records,

" e DO——






II, RECORDS SERIES AND THEIR FINDING AIDS
(i)_Maip Series of Records (1756-1953)
1, SECRET/SELECT CCMMITTEE (1756-1762; 1768- 1774)

n

The invasion-tef Calcutta onlé June 1756 and its consequent
capture by Nawab Siraj=-ud-daulah created a new situation for the
English in Bengal. Three daysl later the English Governor Roger
Drake Junior, with most of the Members of tpe'Council made their
escape lower down the Hooghly river at Falta, and Fort William
surrenaered to the Nawab of Bengal on 20 June 1756,

At Falta the Council continued to meet on board the Phoenix
Schooner, In order to maintain secrecy of their political and
mllltary affalrs they appointed from themselves a Secret Com=-
mlttee con51§t1ng of Roger Drake Junior as President, William
Watts, Major James Killpatrick, and John Zephaniah Holwell as
Members. The flrst meeting of the Secret Committee was held
on 22 August 1756 and the sittings continued till 10 December
1756? the last consultation bearing of the same date,

TWo days later a despatch arrived from the Court of
Dirgctors, dated 11 February 1756, received at Calcutta on 12

Decamber 1756. Due to impending war with France the Despatch

l. _Secret Gommlttee Minute No,1, dated 22 August 1756,un
board the_Phoe Schoonper, at Falta; An Abstract of the”
Early Recerds of e Foreign Lepartpe -
1762, by S.,Charles Hill, Calcutta, 1901, Prefece,p,l.

2. Ibid,
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authorised the English to appoint a Select Committee to transact

affairs with the country Gevernment. and neighbouring powers,
including the FredEh,the Dutch and other Europeans and to take
such measures which would best conduce to the protection and
preservation of the Company's estate, rights and priVileges in
Bengal. But the Committee was not to disburse any of the
Gompany's treasure or sash without the concurrence of the majority
of the Council in Bengal4. A Select Committ@e was, therefore,
formed consisting of Roger Drake as President, William Watts,
Charles Manningham, Richard Becher, and Lieut-Colonel
Stringer Lawrence,which replaced the Secret Committee,

After the return of the English to Calcutta on 2 January
1757, their position in Bengal underwent a rapid change., The
Select Committee held its first meeting on 21 February 1557 and
continued to operate till 28 December 1762, when its functions

were taken over by the Council at Fort William, .
A new Select Committee was constituted on 7 May 1765 with~

Lord Clive,the Governor,as its President, and William Bightwell

Sumner, Brigadier General Carnac, Harry Verelst and Francis

Sykes as Members,to restore peace and tranquillity into the

3. Home (Public),Geheral Letters from Gourt of DIirTectors

Egbgigg?l ,No.2{ dgted 11 February 1756, pp.95-96 and

-

4, Ibid,
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Company's affairs in Bengal, Clive's object of constituting the
new Select Committee was in fact to centralise authority in the
office of the bovernor. Clive asserted that all corresponddnce
with the country powers should be carried on through him alena,
and not in the name of all the sixteen Members of the Council.
On 21 December 1766, Clive specified the powers exercisable by
the Select Committee as well as the Council, The Select Com=-
mitiga was vested with the conduct of military and political
affairs, collection of revenues arising from the grant of D}wani?
The Council on the other hand left with the management of trade,
the zamindari of Calcutta, and the assigned districts of Burdwan,
Midnapore and Chittagong.

The relative position of the Committee and the Council, hew=-
ever, changed on Clive's departure from India in Februaiy 1767.
In 1768 the power of the Select Committee was further defined
and_ curailed. The Court of Directors empowered the Select )

Committee to carry on political negotiations subject to the

5.  Select Committee Proceedings, 7 May-27 December 1765,
" Vol, No,10, pp.l1-9. - ' *

6. In a Despatch dated 23 March 1777, the Court of Directors
ordered the appointment of a "Committee of Revenue® con=-
sisting of a President and four other Members, The Com-
mittee was entrusted with the entire management of Revenue
affairs, which formed part of the duties of the Select
Committee.

7 Central Administration of the East India C -
5“3%), sy BB Misra, Bombay,l959,p.67;ﬁomeipublici,

Letters from Court of Directors,Vol,(1765~67,pp.145-146),
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Council's final approval,and authorised the Geverner singly toé“
respond with the country governments within the knowledgerqf the
Committee.8

The Select Committee functioned till October 1774,when the
Governor Ganeral and Council took over the entire civil and Militay
Governmerit of Bengal under the Regulating Act of 1773. Thereaftgr
the Select Committee was dissolved, and all its functions of

pblitical naturc were henceforth considered by the Council in its
o
Secret Department.
]

The Secret/Select Committee records, evidently,are not
continuous, One group of records consists of the Falta Secret Cem-
mittee ( August-December 1756) and Select Committee (Depemger

1756-December 1762). This group practically covers the period af

the Seven Year's War, which left the French without any military:

10
settlement in India, Another group

is from May 1765 to October

8. B,B., Misra,_op,cit,

o, Ibid,, p.68. Sece Secret Department/Branch(1763-1859). The
Secret Department was created onl January 1764,

J. Talboys Wkeeler in his Memorandum on the Records in the
Foreign Department, Calcut®a,1864,p, 21, observgs: co
“ The Secret Letters from the Select Committee to the

Court of birectors,and those from Court of Directors to
the Select Committee are of, considerable value,both *

as literary productions and as historical materials,
Those from the Select Committee are marked by a vigour
of style,and by practical commonsense views, which
seem to indicate that they were drafted by Slive's -
own hand; whilst those from Court of Directors

gongain expres§ions of opinion respecting the policy

age itpggiged in Iggiahtowards the Native-powers which
lamce wi those of C1j ‘ ; :

owe~their inspiration in _ ive,and mdy possikly

-1 some measure to Warren Hastings
who WaS...ln England at that time " 95

10.




1774, when the Select Committee was dissolved, The Select Com-
mittee, therefore,did not exist from 29 December 1¥62 to 6 May
1765. The records of the Falta Secret Committee, thodgh not
strictly belonging to the Select Committee, are grouped with the
latter,

These records furnish an excellent narrative of the political
and military situation in India of that time. The Mughal King of
Delhi, the Nawab Vazir of Oudh,the Rohillas,the Pathans, the
Marathas,the Sikhs, the Jats, the Nizam of Hyderabad, the Nawab
of the Carnatic,the Nawab of Bengal, Haider Ali of Mysore,

Ahmad Shah Abdali,the invadér,the rival European pgwers, viz,,

the French,the Dutch,the Portuguese,the Danes,the Swedes, as

well as the vassals, dependants and officials of these potentates
figure in some diplomatic transactien,or participate in eventful
wars, The policies and intrigues of different parties,their
constantly changing relations of friendship and hostility, how such
surroundings necessarily influenced the positien of the East India
Company, or encouraged them in acquiring territorial possessions,
and several material questions concerning their trade are noticed
in these records, The documents also contain information. > about
the early naval activities of the English in Asia,and afford a
glimpse into the condition of Europe and the East generally se

far as the same had a bearing on the Company's interest,
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The following are a few concrete specimens of topics dealt
with in these records:-

(1) War declared between England and France; measures

recmmmended by the Court of Directors for the defence of

the<306pany's settlements in India (Letters from Court of

Directors, Vol, 1756=71,pp.5-6.{2) Events leading to

the end of Siraj-ud-daulah's rule and elevation of Mir Jafar

as Nawab of Bengal (Cons.l,17,19 and 27 May, 11 June,and

30 July 1757).(3) Abdication of Mir Jafar and accession

of Mir Kasim as the Nawab of Bengal (27 September, )
26 October,and 19 November 1760).(4) Grant of the Diwani
of Bengal,Bihar and Orissa to the Company, various farmams
and agreements (10 August and 7 September 1765).(5) Regu-
lation for carrying on the salt-trade,and participation ef
the Company's servants in the same (3 Septemter 1766).(k) .
Review of the situation in India by Lord Clive prior to
his departure for England (16 January 1767).(7) Treaty
between the Niagm of Hyderabad and the Company in con-
junction with the Nawab of the Cafnatic (27 April,1768),
(8) Attempt of Mir Kasim,the ex-Nawab of Bengal tb regain
his authority with the help of the other priqcely powers
(28 January, 16 February 177e).(9) Terms of the peace
concluded between the Marathas and the Rohillas ( 7 Feb-
ruary 1771),and (10) Marttime and military intelligence
at Mauritius (15 April 1773)

The following records of the Secret/Select Committee Com-

pay.r / Period),and their finding aids are available in the
National Archives of India:-



Series Years SPace occupied
N ( etre
1 2 3
edi .00
l. Proceedings 1756-1762' 3...
( 30 volumes: 1765=1774 .
Manuscript and
typescript)

(1) The proceedings are recorded
from 22 August 1756 to 28
December 1762,and then from
7 May 1765 to 6 October 1774,

(These include two bound copies
in manusgript from 5 January tc

. 28 December 1761,and one bound
typed copy from 4 January to 21.
December 1769),

[ 3 |
¢ (ii) The following typed copies were
obtained in the early years of this
century from the India Office,
Loncdon to fill up the gaps:=- )

. (a) 1R September 1765-16 LugUst
1769( one volume),
(») 25 Septemberll769—29 December
1770(one volume),and
(c) 16 January 1771=6 October 1774
(one volume).,

(iii) Existing gaps; 11 December 1756-
20 February L]57*; 27 December
1757-3 January 1758; 5 July 1758-
1 January 1759; 11 December 175@-
27 July 176Aa; 26 December 1760-

* The Orme Manuscripts (0.V.170,and India, Vol.VII,
Pp.1146~1255) in the India Office Library and Records,
London, however, include a record of proceedings of
the Select Cemmittee (15 December 1756-8 December
1757)~ A Guide to the Indja Offjce Records 6QO-185?
by William Foster, London,1919,p.4l.(Reprinted inl9 ).

[ ]

'S



4 January 1761; 29 December 1761~
15 January 1762; 29 December 1762~

6 May 1765% 27 January 1770; 22-27
June 1770; 30 December 1770-1 Jan-
uvary 1771.

$¢.  (jv) Combined volumes; 1756=-1759 (printed
two copies),and 1772-1773(manuscript),

(v) Une volume of Select Committee Pro-
ceedings (incomplete) (4 January-7
November 1758) mostly relating te
revenue matters is preserved in the
State Archives, West Bengal,
Calcutta,.** The volume covers some
gaps in the Select Committee proceed-
ings(1758) preserved in the National
Archives of Ingia. This volume was
printed in extenso Wy W,K, Firminger
in 1914,

* The Secret/Select Committee existed from 1756 to 1762,

when its functions merged with those of the Fort William
Council in Bengal. In 1765 a new Select Committee was
constituted, which was dissolved in 1774. The Select Com-
mittee, therefore,did not exist for 16 months,and non~
existence of records of the Committee from 29 Lecember
1762 to @ May 1765 should not, therefore, be considered as
lacunae. But in the India Office Library and*Records,London
(List of Consultations, Proceedings & C,Bengal;1704~1858,
London, 1899, p.359),the following two volumes include
Select Committee Consultations for 1763-44: -

Nos.P/A/SéB December 1763-21 November 1764),and '.ill
P/A/6(26 Novemher 1764-27 December 1765).

Wil%iam. oster, however, mentions that there is somec con=-
fusion in the India Of

fice List (William Foster o%!c;%. L42):
{hese records for 1763-¢4, altho&gh listed Sndef e eég :
mzi%eégnzz?ggtﬁee Coniultations are in fact, Secret Depart-
ions, mixed i : -
sultations). ’ xed up with Select Gommittee Con

%ﬁ;g%gg%g,gf the Epnglish Records, 1758-1858 preserved in
L % %i orlaal‘Regn;d Room of the Goverpmept of Bepgal,
A; g;veg,og,%2,tpél; Quide to the Records in the State
es e H
% LR A ngal, Part I: 1758-L858.Calcutta,




pord
LD,
D

1

2, Original Consul-
tations; 0.42
(Unbound; manus- 1762
cript ahd type- 1765-1774 a :
.0 . .
script in- one o
carton box)-

7

Sb.

(1) Only a ‘ew deouments are available,
The earliest .letter is dated 30 May
17¢2(English translation from
French-a typed cgpy). The first
original letter is dated 26 May 1770).

(ii) Gaps: 1756-61,1769, and 1771=-72,
(Some of the gay's awe covered by their
procecdings &t item no.1).

6

3. Typed copies of

Proceedings 1756“%77} )

(Unbound) e

(i) Thesc are typescripts of the faded
documents at item no.,l made in
the Nitional .Archives of India.

(ii) Gaps: 1761-62 and 1766-70.

4, Body Sheets
(Unbound;

manuscript)

2770

(i) Only two Body Sheets,dated 18
February and 26 May 1770 are
available.

(ii) The Body Sheets consist of summary
of the minutes of the meetings of the
Committee/Board,and differ from
the proceedings in this respect that
while the latter embody a full record
of discussion,and reproduce in extenso
every document received by or issued at
the instance of the Committee/Board,
the former ccnfine themselves to a
brief precis. These are useful



particularly when the procee-
dings are missing. The Body Sheets
stop with 1857,the year which
N witnessed the discontinuance ef
the Consultation system.
(Item Nos.2-4 are retained in one carton box),
5. Letters Received
Egzpl‘jz iume: 17711772 0.10
Manuscript)

The letters received by the Select

Committee from various places in

India are dated from 10 December

1771 to 24 November 1772,

6. Letters Issued
(copies)
(3 volumes;Manus=- 1765-1768 8.3
cript and typescript)

(i) The letterx issued by the Select Com-
mittee to various places in India are
dated from 7 May 1765 to 23 December
1768, These include one volume of
typescripts from 5 January to 29
December 1767,

(ii) Gap: 1766.
7. Letters from Court (a)1756=-1771

of Directors
Gaps: 1762-65,1770 0.29
(2 volumes;Manus=

cript), and(b) 1757-1767
Gaps: 1758-65,
(1) The Committee's/Board's corres-
pondence with the authorities in
London were maintained from the
outset as a district series, Letters

from and to Court of Directors have

been printed in extenso till 1800 in the
"Indian Records Series:Fort William

Indi
1a House Correspondence™,and



published by the National Archives of
India. Each volume is edited by an
eminent historian,and contains the
text of correspondence together with

a comprehensive introduction, copious
notes,a select bibliography,and an
exhaustive index, besides a number of
illustrations. The correspondence gives
a bird's eye view of the Company's
activity in all its aspects., Volumed
XIV-X¥II1I cover Foreign, Political and

Secret Lettars (see Appendix-XXII).

A number of Secret Letters from and te
Court of Directors were misplaced

among the records of the Public Lepart-
ment and press;listed accordingly. For
convenience of "references,these were
summarised in an Appendix to the Press
List of Records of the Select Committee
(l756-74)(géé item no.8 below), See
also item .nos.31¥55." Miscellaneous
Records" of the Home Department

(Part II of the "Gride toctbe Records in
the National Archives of India"),

8. Press-LiSt of Records bhe- ’

,lpggipg to the Foreign Depart-

ment of the Government of India, -
Series J: Select Committee

(1756=74)

(Published bysthe Imperial "
" Record Department, Calecutta,

1917),

List of Foreian Department Records
in the Imperial KRecord Office =

" (1756-1859),Part I,Calcutta,1906.

(The printed list which is popu-
larly known as UOctavo list,is
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without subject and f&¥ strieiast" Tt
use only).

10,Index to Foreign and Political Department Records,
Volumes I and 1I, published by the National Archives
of India in 1957 and 1968 respectively, The Secret/
Select Committee records are indexed 1in Volume I,
The two volumes cover the following records series: -

A. Volume I (1756-8Q);
(1) Select Committee (1756-62,1765=74)
(ii) Secret and Separate Branch (1761-62,1773-74)
}iii) Secret Branch (1763-65,1768-80)
)

(iv) Secret pepartment of Inspection (1770-1778)

-. B, Volume 11 (1781-83).
(i) Secret Branch (1781=83)

(1ii) Foreign Branch(10 December-31 December 1783)
(1ii) Secret and Separate Branch (1781-83).

11,Parts or abstracts of the records of the Secret/Select
Committee were printed in the following publications:-

(i) S#C.Hill: An Abstract of the Early Records of the
Foreign Department, Part I,1756~62, Published by

the Imperial Record Department,Calcutta, 1901,
(i1) S.C.Hill: Bengal inl756=57,Vols.I,II and III
(Indiam Records Series),London,1905,

(iii) W.K.Firminger:Proceedings of the Select Conmittee,

1758, Published by the Government- of Bengal Calcutta,
1914,

(¥v). G.W.Forrest: Benual 3nd Madras Papers, Vol I{1670-1688)
11(1688-1757), and III(1757-1785).Published by the
Imperial Record Department,Calcutta,1928. The documents
were collected from the Madras Central Record Officey,
by G.W.Forrest about theyear 1891, These were supplanted
by extracts obtained from the records of the Bengal
Government preserved at the India Office, London.* The

earlier portion (1676~1744) recounted the growth of the

* Home (Public),'A' ,March 1892,Nos, 264-267,pp, 28-66,
-
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British power in India,and the latter portion (1746-1785)
threw added light to the career of Lord €live in India.The
entire collection was arranged chronologically, so far as
possible, distributed in three volumes,and published by
the Imperial Record Department, Calcutta, in 1928, The
letter portioh (1746=1785) was also press-listed and
published by the Imperial Record Lepartment, viz.,Press

List of Bepgal and Mgdras Papers(1746-1785), Calcutta, 1902,
1

The thtes volumes mentioned above were also puplighed
earlier under the heading A Collectjon of Papers made frem
Bengal,Madras and Indja Office relating to the years 1671~
1785, Galcutta, 1892-93,
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2.SECRET DEPARTMENT/BKANCH (1763-1859 )

The Council at Fort william, Calcutta, commenced recording
regularly.the proceedings of its meetings from the year 1704, Na
department had then come into existence,and the proceedings did
not bear any heading except'Fort William' till December 1763,

Due to political instability prevailing at that time,and the exigep.
cies of war with MirKasim,the functions of the Council were re-
organiéed uﬁder two distinct departments 'Public’ and:'Secret'. in
accordan%e with the resolution of the President-in-Council, dated

3 Novembe£;476éksee Appendix=I). The resoluﬁion, hdwever,was

to take effect from 1 January 1764, but the records of the Public
and Secret Departments were actually separated from 8 December
1763. This gave rise to two distinct series of records in the Coun-

cil,each bearing the name of the respective department. The

1. The Secret Department was created on 1 January 1764, It
became,what is populerly known,a Branch of the Foreign
Department,when the latter came into existence on 1 May 1843,

2. The proceedings of the Council at Fort William,Calcutta fnem
1704 to 1747 are not available in the National Archives of Indi,,
(See Part II of the Guide to the Records in the National Archive:
of Indja, Public Branch:1748-1950, Foot Note No,7)., However

efforts are being made!%o acquire their microfilms from the
India Uffice Library and Records, London.

The proceedings of the Council from February 1748 till
the separation of records of Public and Secret Departments
on 8 Lecember 1763,are preserved with the records of the Home
Department (Public Branch) in the National Archives of India.
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Secret Department was entrusted to deal with all military plan§ and
operations,and matters relating to diplomatic and political, e

The fundtions of the Secret Department were taken over by a
Select Committee3 constituted by Lord Clive on 7 May 1765 on his
arrival for a second time as'the Governo; oY Bengal, A formal
distbibution of work between the Select Committee and the Council,
however,took place in 1766, and the Select Committee was vested
with very wide powers,and had exclusive control over all the Poli-
tical and military affairsibf the East India Company. But the powers
of the Select Committee were curtailed after Clive left India in
February 1767, By a resolution of 22 August 1768,the Council
decided that on all occasdions where secrecy was requisite,the
Council formed itself into a Secret Department,to which the Select
Committee was to report on all such matters of confidencg. Thus
a Secret Department was reconstituted on that date,under the
charge of the Secretary to the Public Department. The Secret
Department, bhenceforth, dealt with military affairs,transactions

with countyy government, with Madras and Bombay,with British

Residents,with foreign powers- in short, political matters generally

3. Home (Public) Letters from Court of Directors, Val,(1765-67)
pp.145-146. See Secret/Select Committee(1756-1762; 1745~ 17743

4, Secret Proceedlng (22 August-16 December 1768),Vol ,No.4,
pp.l1=2; -The.Cent d i of the E dia Co
77 , by B, B Misra, Bombay,1959,p.®7.




ass.epposed to -trade, revenue etc., and secret matters which did
not come undér the purview of the Select Committee. ?h? Se%ﬁcf
Committee wa; finally dissolved in October 1774,and its functiop;
were tagén over by the Seeret Department.

Due to increase in secret and political business,the Public
and Secret Departments were entirely separated,when by a
resolution of the Council on 23 September 1783,a Secretary to
each department was appointeg. William Bpuecre was appointed
Secretary %p the Publib Department,and Edward Hay became the
Secretary in the Secret Department. Hay took over the charge of
the Secret Department on 3 Lecember 1783,

The Secret_Department was reorganfs:d on 31 May 1786,
The title of the "Secret" series was changed to "Secret and
Politicall a new series of " Secret and Military% started,and the

existing" Foreign" series was renamed as " Secret and Foreign".

These series dealt with the following subjects: -

Secret 